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by Sonnerat, but the best representations are in the fine se ries
of pictures (Nos. 474-7 and 479) in the North Gallery at Kew,
by Miss North, who visited the Seychelles in 1883 for the purpose
of painting. According to Sir William Hooker, it is 'often a
foot and a half in length, weighing twenty or twenty-five pounds,'
"Sonnerat figures the drupe as ellipsoidal. This, if it over
occurs, except in the youngest stage, must be exceptional. The
'Genera Plantarum', no doubt correctly, describes it as 'oblique
obovoideus.' Miss North, quoted by Sir Henry Yule (Hobson-
Jobson, p. 178) says: 'The outer husk is shaped like a mango.*
It is clearly therefore usually unsynametrical; one side is
somewhat flattened, and the other rounded. ~ This arises from
the fact that in the maturing ovary one carpel only usually
develops.
"One point which seems to require further investigation is
the number of primary component carpels, or, at any rate, of
cells in the ovary.* The 'Genera Plantarum* says it is '3—rarius
2-4—loeulare.' The whole symmetry of the flower is ternary,,
with three stigmas in the female. This would imply three
component carpels, and therefore a three-celled ovary. It is
possible, though the point requires further investigation, that the
discrepancy" has been produced by the misinterpretation of
sections containing the bilobed seed. Sir William Hooker figures
in the 'Botanical Magazine* (tab. 2737, fig. 1) a transverse section
of an ovary which clearly points to a normal tricarpellary
structure.
"The stone or nut, as it is sometimes called, is, as is well-
known, deeply bilobed	The outline of the putamen in a.
longitudinal section is roughly that of an exaggerated dumb-bell.
The cavities of the two lobes communicate in the middle. The
upper parts of the lobes are separated by an open sinus, but
the lower are more or less united, and if a cross-section be made
at this point, the nut would show, as in one of Sonnerat's figures,
a bilocular structure.
"Another point which has not been ascertained is the number
of ovules in each ovarian cell. Analogy and such evidence as
is valuable suggest there being only one. The 'nut*, therefore,
if developed from one carpel, wpuld be only one-seeded* W, B.
Hemsley, in the 'Catalogue to the North Gallery' (p. 74), refers
to 'the two-lobed nut which usually contains only one seed.*
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